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S: Now tell me, do I corrupt the young intentionally or uninten-
tionally?
M:   I say you corrupt them intentionally.
S: How can you say that? You are young. I am an old man.
Do you really believe that I do not realize how, by corrupting others,
I would myself become the worse for it? You have yourself admitted
that this is what would happen. For we saw that those who keep com-
pany with the bad themselves become bad.1 No one will believe it likely
that I want to be hurt. If my argument is correct, your charge that I
corrupt the young intentionally falls to the ground. Now let us
suppose that I corrupt them unintentionally. In that case, it was your
duty to show me how I did this. You have not even tried to correct my
error. You would have nothing to do with me. You only brought
me up [here] for punishment.2 It is thus clear from what Meletus has
said that he has never given the slightest thought to any serious matter.
Now let us consider how I corrupt the young. Meletus, you say that I
corrupt them by teaching them not to believe in the gods of the city?
M:   Yes, most certainly, I mean that.
S: What do you imply by that? Do I teach [them] to disbelieve
in the gods of the city, or to believe in some other gods ?
M:   I mean that you do not believe in any gods at all.
S: Bravo Meletus! You say that I believe neither the sun nor
the moon to be a god, as the rest of the city does.
M: Yes, I do say that you believe the sun to be stone and the
moon to be earth.
S: Who will believe you? No one will believe your charge.
If I tried to teach any such thing, everyone would know that there was
nothing new in that. These are others' ideas.3 I myself do not believe
in what they say. However, since you accuse me thus about the sun
and the moon, you will also say, I suppose, that I wholly disbelieve in
the existence of God.
M:   I do most certainly assert that you deny the existence of God.
S: You are then deliberately asserting something impossible.
How can I say that there is no God? Can anyone assert the existence of
man's attributes but deny the existence of man ? Or assert the existence
of things pertaining to horses but deny the existence of horses? Or
assert the existence of things pertaining to angels but deny the exis-
tence7of angels?
1 Socrates had argued earlier that "bad citizens do their neighbours harm", and
from this he drew the conclusion that "if I make any of my companions a rogue, he
will probably injure me in some way".    This step in the argument is omitted in
Gandhiji's summary.
2 What follows was addressed to the Assembly.
3Thales of Miletus and, in particular, Anaxagoras